Notwithstanding these judicious provisions for, and attention to, the wants and sufferings of the lunatic, there are many whose disease sank into dementia, and they are now left in hopeless fatuity.
There was another and much larger class, who were born without mental capacity, or with it, at most, very imperfect; or, in whom it had never been developed. These were the idiots. It could not be said, that they were to be restored to health, because they had never been in any higher condition from which they had fallen. Their state was not a disease, that should be cured; nor a perversion from which they could be drawn back ; but it was an original want of power or defect of mental development.
Believing that nature had unalterably fixed them in their present condition, that, as one class of men were created for intelligence and self-direction, so these were created for idiocy and dependence, the world has hardly entertained the suspicion that they could be improved, and has therefore left them to themselves in their degradation, and only provided for their animal wants, and protected them from harm.
Besides these congenital idiots, there were many others who had, in their early years, more or less intelligence, and gave promise of becoming like other men and women; but, from some cause or other, and often from no cause that was known to their families or friends, their minds withered away, and they sank into idiocy as deep and as confirmed as those who were born to this condition.
All these, the demented, the congenital, and the supervened idiots, constitute a large class in every country, and bear very heavily upon every community for their care Certainly there arc as many as, and, without doubt, many more than are here stated; lor, wherever any trustworthy inquiries liavc been made, the numbers of the insane and idiots have been found greatly to exceed the statements of the national census.
These idiots were the outcasts of society everywhere, and yet they were dwelling in the bosom of many families. For them and for their friends, for those who supported them, and for the keepers who sometimes guarded them, there seemed no hope of amendment. There was, rather, a fear, and even an expectation, that they would grow worse.
The best that they could look for was, that they might go through, and end their low and imperfect life as they had begun it.
But, about fifty years ago, accident suggested to some persons in France, that idiots miglit be improved. Some philosophers of the sensualists' school, wishing to prove that all our ideas were received through the senses, undertook to teach a wild boy who had been discovered wandering in the forest. He had no language, and apparently no ideas.
But, after ineffectual attempts to teach him according to the sensualists' theory, it was discovered that he was an idiot.
Yet the labour of Itard, the instructor, was not all lost, for it showed him that his pupil, however low and small his intellectual powers might be, could be educated in some degree. Itard The 4th is answered according to the preponderance and order of the nervous, fibrous, sanguine, and lymphatic temperaments.
The highest is placed first, and the lowest last, against each idiot's Dame or number. The 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, 30tli, 31st, 32nd, 33rd In their whole appearance and manner, there is more of selfrespect, and intelligence, and activity; and one cannot fail to observe the very great difference in the expression of their countenance, when comparing their daguerreotype likenesses, which were taken when they entered, with their faces as they now appear.
It will not be suspected that we make these statements as proofs of great success or progress, but only to show that the beginning of the experiment offers sufficient encouragement for perseverance; that the idiot's mind is not entirely blank; and that he is not, like the brutes, immovably fixed in present low rank, and irrecoverably doomed to remain there, in darkness and degradation, for ever.
